
 



3.1 WHO WERE THE FIRST EUROPEAN TO EXPLORE THE 

AMERICAS? WHAT WERE THEY LOOKING FOR? WHAT 

WERE THE RISKS IN EXPLORING?  



Objective: By the end of this unit you 

will be able to explain:  

Why the Europeans chose to explore 

Who the major explorers were 

Where exploration and colonization occurred 

 How the Native Americans were impacted by 

exploration 



THE VIKINGS REACHED NORTH AMERICA MORE 

THAN 1000 YEARS AGO. WHICH NATIVE 

AMERICANS WOULD THEY HAVE MET?  



 Leif Erikson and the 

Vikings reached 

Vinland 

(Newfoundland) in 

1001 C.E but only 

stayed for a few 

years. Theories exist 

that Polynesians , 

ancient Chinese 

and Japanese 

fishing boats 

reached the 

Americas  but no 

records of this exist.  

Leif Erikson.mov


 



CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

 King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella financed the voyage 

of the Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria. Columbus had 90 

sailors and on Oct. 12, 1492 they reached San Salvador 

Island, planted a Spanish flag and met the Taino people. 

Columbus believed that he was in India and called the 

people “Indians.”  

Christopher Columbus.mov
http://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/famoushistoricalfigures/christophercolumbus/preview.weml


 



CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

 “Many of the men I have seen have scars on 
their bodies, and when I made signs to them 
to find out how this happened, they indicated 
that people from other nearby islands come 
to San Salvador to capture them; they 
defend themselves the best they can. I 
believe that people from the mainland come 
here to take them as slaves. They ought to 
make good and skilled servants, for they 
repeat very quickly whatever we say to them. 
I think they can very easily be made 
Christians, for they seem to have no religion. 
If it pleases our Lord, I will take six of them 
to Your Highnesses when I depart, in order 
that they may learn our language”…. "I could 
conquer the whole of them with 50 men, and 
govern them as I pleased.” 

How would you describe 

Columbus’ attitude 

toward the Tainos?  



COLUMBUS RETURNS TO 

SPAIN 

 Columbus 

presented 

Ferdinand and 

Isabella with 

tobacco, 

pineapples, 

hammocks, and 

gold. Columbus 

also promised 

that the Tainos 

could be made 

Christians or 

slaves. 

Columbus was 

made “Admiral of 

the  Ocean Sea.”  

columbus returns to spain.mov
columbus returns to spain.mov


 



 Columbus 
returned to the 
Americas three 
more times 
creating the first 
colony in 
Hispaniola, 
modern 
Dominican 
Republic/Haiti. 
Columbus’ rule 
over the natives 
was harsh and he 
was returned to 
Spain in chains.  

columbus second expedition.mov
columbus second expedition.mov
columbus second expedition.mov


CONSIDER THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE TAINOS 

AND THE LEGACY OF COLUMBUS… 

 
Why do we call this a “turning point” in history? 

Why was Columbus important and what were 
his accomplishments?  

Why do we call this a “turning point” in history? 

Was Christopher Columbus a hero? 

Was it right for Columbus to be arrested by 
Ferdinand and Isabella?  

Why do some Americans object to having a 
holiday in honor of Christopher Columbus? Do 
you think it should be a holiday? 

er Columbus Arrival - 500 Nations - Native American - Part 1-1.flv
columbus legacy.mov


SHOULD CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS HAVE A 

FEDERAL HOLIDAY? 

 Opening Statements: 1 
minute 

 Rebuttal-Point by Point: 
Should be factually based 

 Closing Statement: 1 
minute:  

 All Comments should 
include persuasion 
techniques and be factually 
based. 

Rules 

 

-Speak only when you have been 

recognized by the Great Sun.  

 

-Use appropriate “debate 

language.”  

 

-Points will be awarded for each 

appropriate fact 

 

-Points will be deducted for failure 

to follow the rules. 



DEBATE LANGUAGE  

 I would like to 
respectfully disagree… 

 With all due respect….  

 I understand your 
perspective but have 
you considered…. 

 As the honorable 
gentleman/gentlewom
an mentioned….. 

   

Rules 

 

-Speak only when you 

have been recognized 

by the Great Sun.  

 

-Use appropriate 

“debate language.”  

 

-Points will be awarded 

for each appropriate 

fact 

 

-Points will be deducted 

for failure to follow the 

rules. 

 



VASCO NUNEZ BALBOA 

 In 1513 Balboa walked across the isthmus of 

Panama with Spanish soldiers and local Natives 

to claim the Pacific for Spain. 



 In 1519 Ferdinand Magellan led 250 Spanish sailors 

across the Pacific. In 1522 one ship carrying 18 

sailors returned after circumnavigating the globe.  

magellan.mov


 

World map 1544 



CHECK COMPREHENSION  

Where and when did the Vikings reach North 

America?  

Who did the Vikings meet? 

Who financed the Columbus expedition? 

Where did Columbus make land fall?  

What was the island that had the first European 

settlement called? 

 Name three items that Columbus brought back to 

Europe. 

 



What happened to the Taino population after 

100 years of interacting with Europeans?  

Why is this a turning point in history?  

Who crossed Panama by foot with the help of 

local natives?  

 How many people began and completed the 

Magellan expedition?  

What did the survivors accomplish?  



“THE COLUMBIAN EXCHANGE” 

 



 

Aztecs suffering from Small Pox 



 How did Christopher Columbus, Vasco Nunez de 

Balboa and Ferdinand Magellan change the 

world?  

Who benefited the most from the Columbian 

Exchange? How so? 

 Do we have anything like the Columbian 

Exchange now? 

Who suffered from the Columbian Exchange? 

Could something like this ever happen again? 

  

 



 



` 

 Reports have come in about giant floating 

space ship filled with bearded beings with 

purple colored skin. They ride giant space 

beasts and wear metal for clothing. Ancient 

Judeo-Christian prophecy suggests they are 

gods…..what do you do? 



3.2 SPANISH CONQUISTADORS AND BUILDING 

THE SPANISH EMPIRE 

 “We came here to serve God and the 

king and also to get rich.”–Bernal Diaz 

del Castillo 

The Spanish Conquistadors or conquerors 

came to the Americas for: 

                                G    G    G  

http://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/worldhistory/conquistadors/preview.weml


Within 100 years of the arrival of the Spanish 

nearly 90% of the indigenous people of Mexico 

and the Caribbean had perished. How is this 

possible?  



“GUNS GERMS AND STEEL” 

Native Americans Spanish Conquistadors 

-Believed the Spanish 

might be gods 

-Had never seen horses, 

or men riding horses 

-Fought with clubs, 

bows and spears 

-Lack of immunity to 

European diseases 

 

-Superior military 

technology i.e.. Guns, 

and swords 

-Use of horses and 

armor 

-Spread diseases such 

as small pox, measles 

and influenza 



HERNAN CORTES AND THE CONQUEST OF THE AZTEC 

 In 1519 Hernan Cortes was received as a guest by 

Monctezuma in Tenochtitlan. Cortes took 

Monctezuma as a prisoner, destroyed the city, 

looted its wealth and destroyed the population.  

cortes.mov


What motivated the Spanish conquistadors?  

Who conquered the Aztecs? How was he able 

to do this?  



CONQUEST OF THE INCA 

 In 1532 with only 168 conquistadors, Francisco 

Pizarro captured and executed Atahualpa, the 

Incan leader.   

Pizarro_in_the_Empire_of_Gold.mov


 How were the Spanish able to conquer such 

large empires with such small numbers of 

conquistadors?  

What motivated the conquistadors?  

Would you call this a genocide? 

 Could something like this ever happen again?  



What are generalizations about Spanish rule 

from the perspective of a Native American and 

a Peninsulare?  

Why do you think Spain reserved the best jobs 

for Native born Spaniards?  



 



 



JUAN PONCE DE LEON  

 In 1513 Juan Ponce De Leon led an expedition 

into Florida in search of the “Fountain of 

Youth.” He never found the fountain but set up 

a Spanish colony in Florida.   

Ponce de leon story.mov


SPANISH EXPLORATIONS INTO THE BORDERLANDS IN 

NORTH AMERICA 

Conquist

ador 

Narvaez and Cabeza de Vaca De Soto Coronado 

Route 

traveled 

Traveled from Eastern Texas to 

western Mexico on expedition. 

Explored Florida and 

the South East in 

search of gold. 

Looked for the 

“seven cities of 

gold” in Arizona and 

New Mexico.  

Outcome Narvaez died and Cabeza de 

Vaca waked for more than 

1000 miles 

Died along a river 

bank without finding 

anything. 

Did not find gold.  

The_Journey_of_Alvar_Nunez_Cabeza_de_Vaca__1528_1536_.mov
The_Journey_of_Alvar_Nunez_Cabeza_de_Vaca__1528_1536_.mov
The_Journey_of_Alvar_Nunez_Cabeza_de_Vaca__1528_1536_.mov
The_Expedition_of_Hernando_de_Soto__1539_1543_.mov
The_Expedition_of_Francisco_Vasquez_de_Coronado__1540_1542_.mov


 The Spanish set up “pueblos,” villages which 

were the center of trade. They also set up 

presidios which served as forts for soldiers and 

missions, or religious settlements which forced 

the natives to worship Christianity.  

mission.mov


 



SPANISH COLONIAL SOCIAL CLASS SYSTEM 

Peninsulares: (Born in Spain) Held the best jobs in government 
and church 

Creoles: Born in the Americas to Spanish Parents. Wealthy and 
educated, owned farms and ranches.   

Mestizos: One Spanish parent and one native parent. Worked 
on farms and ranches 

Native Americans: Kept in poverty 



THE ENCOMIENDA SYSTEM 

 The Spanish government gave the settlers 

encomiendas or land grants that included the 

right to demand labor or taxes from the Native 

Americans. The Natives were forced to mine gold 

and were treated as sub-humans. Bartolome de 

Las Casas wrote “A Short Account of the 

Destruction of the Indies.”  

Digital Story - Bartolome de las Casas.flv
Digital Story - Bartolome de las Casas.flv


What were the four stations of Social life in the 

Spanish colonies? How is different from 

American social life? 

What was the encomienda system?  

Who was Bartolome de las Casas? What did he 

argue for and what was the result? 

 



 



 



SLAVE TRADE BETWEEN AFRICA AND THE AMERICAS 

 De Las Casas wanted to protect the Native 

Americans by suggesting the use of Africans as 

slaves. Sugar plantations were set up in the 

Caribbean islands and Brazil. Over the next 

300 years nearly 10 million Africans were 

enslaved and brought to the Americans.  



WHERE DID THE MAJORITY OF ENSLAVED 

AFRICANS ORIGINATE?  

 



 



THE MIDDLE PASSAGE 

 

middle passage.mov


 



Why do you think that Spain reserved the best 

jobs for Spanish born individuals?  

Why did the missions need soldiers? What does 

that tell you about their “mission?” 

Which of the Conquistadors had the greatest 

impact on the Americas?  

Would you call De Las Casas a humanitarian? 

 Consider the Middle Passage and the treatment 

of the Native Americans. How can humans be so 

cruel to each other? Does slavery exist now? If so 

what can we do to stop it?   

 


