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*ALL novels have 
contrasts and 
contradictions (often 
many of them!)
The author will show 
you something that 
doesn't fit with what 
you expect of a 
character 
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Look for language such as:
"I suddenly realized.."
"I now knew.."
"I finally understood that.." 
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• The question troubles 
the character

• Gives insight into 
internal conflict

• Does not always 
have to be in the 
form of a question- 
"I wonder if..." 

• Often the questions 
show up in the text 
in pairs. 
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THINK: an adult character 
giving a younger 
character life advice. 
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THINK:
Repetition
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• Sometimes the clue is 
obvious:
> "I remembered the 

first time..."
> "The memory came 

flooding back..."
• Clue maybe subtle:

> "My dad liked to tell 
the story about..."

> "This picture reminds 
me of..."
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