PERSONAL NARRATIVE

· Your task for this marking period is to write about one single experience that you have encountered in your life.

· Your personal narrative should not only describe the situation, but how you reacted to it and how it changed you.

Now that you have chosen your topic for your personal narrative, use your graphic organizer to plan your narrative.
Picture yourself right in the moment when you do something.  This moment has to take up the bulk of the narrative.  
Don’t spend an entire page on how you stopped at the store for Coke and marshmallows on the way to school that morning – maybe two or three sentences at the most (if any) to set up the situation.  Rather, what is the small moment, for example, when you kneeled before your locker and opened it for the first time by yourself?  
Your job is to expand that small moment, to describe in detail the events that took in real life. (a few minutes).  
You must allow your reader to be in the moment with you, feel each movement, see each detail, smell each smell, and hear each thought.  
Think slow motion.  Use an “expanded moment” to allow the reader to experience your memory as it happened to you.
TIPS: The best personal narratives….

· have voice – let us hear your voice, your personality through diction and detail

· make the reader feel like they were there

· take on a small, expanded moment

· will tell how you reacted to the struggle and how it changed you

· do not  include details just for the sake of including details

· include meaningful dialogue

· have a great “lead” (the beginning is engaging)

· do not simply list events

Typing and Setup Instructions – Make sure you follow this example and the following instructions for typing and setting up your paper. In Google Docs:
· Font Type:  Times New Roman or Arial

· Font Size:  12 point

· Double Space the entire essay

· All margins must be 1 inch

