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               Name Essay
WHAT’S IN A NAME?
After reading an excerpt from The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros titled “My Name” our first writing project for this year will help us to get to know more about each other.  In order to complete this writing assignment you will need to gather some information.  You may need to ask your parents to help you answer some of the following questions.  You do not need to use complete sentences when filling in this questionnaire; however, all questions must be completed. 
TOPIC = Your Name

PURPOSE =To inform us about your name 

AUDIENCE=your classmates
ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS (See Back) ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER AND ATTACH TO THIS QUESTIONAIRRE
*Try to add metaphors to your writing; consider what your name would be if it were a color, a day, a car, a tree/flower, animal, or feelings and sounds you associate with it.

**Try to include a personal anecdote about your name.

Please bring in a picture of yourself to go along with your writing.  Your picture will be attached to your final project, so be sure it is a picture you don’t need returned.
INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

1.What is your full name?

2.Were you named after someone?  If yes, who? 

3. Did your parents consider names other than the one they chose for you? If yes, what names were considered? 
4.  Why did they choose your name? 
5.Does your name mean something?  Does it have a country of origin?  (For example Susan comes from Hebrew and it means lily.) 
6.Do you have any nicknames?  How did you get those nicknames?  Who calls you by the nickname?  If you have more than one nickname please tell them to us? 
7.If you could change your name, what would you name yourself?  Why would you choose that name?  Would a name change make you feel differently abut yourself? Why/Why not? Even if you love your name try to think of an alternate that you think fits you.  If you do not want to think of another name, explain why your name is just perfect for you.  

